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A PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, domestic violence is a patten1 of control in an intimate relationship where one person uses coercion and 
violence to gain power and control over their partner: and 

WHEREAS, domestic violence includes not only physical abuse, but also mental abuse, emotional abuse, financial 
abuse, isolation, and sexual violence; and 

WHEREAS, women of aU races and socioeeonomic backgrounds are vulnerable to violence by an intima1e 
panner, and 

WHEREAS, according to a Commonwealth Fund Survey, nearly 113 (31 percent) of American women report being 
raped and/or physically assaulted by a current or former spouse, partner, or date at some time in their lifetime; and 

WI IEREAS, the health-related costs of rape, physical assault, stalking and homicide committed by intimate partners 
exceed $8.3 billion each year according to tbe Centers for Disease Control; and 

WHEREAS, according to the Family Violence Prevention Fund, domestic violence affects the children of an intimate 
partnership in that between 3.3 and I 0 million innocent children witness some form of domestic violence annually; and 

WHEREAS, according to the Nortb Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence. in North Carolina alone. over 400 
women, men, and children have been murdered as a result of domestic violence since January I. 2002: and 

WHEREAS, the key to prevention is focusing on first-lime perpetration, first-time victimization, and education of the 
)OUth that any violence is unacceptable aceording to the Centers for Disease ContrOl; and 

WHEREAS, according to the Centers for Disease Control, prevention strategies involve collaborations by multiple 
pa.rtners to promote social norms, policies and laws that support gender equity and foster intimate partnerships based on mutual 
respect, equality and trust; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MICHAEL F. EASLEY, Governor of the State ofNo•1h Carolina, do hereby proclaim 
October 2007, as "DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH" and October I, 2007, as "NATIONAL DAY OF 
UNITY" in North Carolina. 1 further urge our citizens to increase d1eir awareness and education of this destructive force 
which deeply affects a large number of families in our state each year and to become part of !he effortS to stop violence in 
families. 

~~~ve hereunto set my hand and affixed the Great Seal of the State of North Carolina at 
of July in the year of our Lord two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of 

1Un1dre'd and thirty-second. 


